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Saint Paul Loutferay Church 


Wi nder , RW ebeaccal 


Old Church built for about $1,500 in 1884. Now has been moved 
to spend its old age in retirement at Warp’s Pioneer Village. 
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Seventy-five Mears of Grace 


“Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” —1 Sam. 7, 12. 


With deep gratitude to God we members of Saint Paul Lutheran Church 
at Minden, come before the Lord on this memorable occasion, our Seventy-Fifth 
Anniversary. Humbly we confess that “hitherto the Lord has helped us.” With- 
out Him we would never have survived as a congregation. What we are today, 
what we have achieved, what we have done is in His name and by His com- 
mand. Whatever blessings we have received and wherever we have brought 
blessings to others is by the help of God. 


We have enjoyed the blessing of His Word in its truth and purity and 
Christ's true sacraments from the beginning and uninterrupted until now. Through 
His means of grace we have come to the knowledge of the truth. He has strength- 
ened us in the faith in God’s grace in forgiveness through Jesus Christ the only 
Saviour. God's pure Word has been a comfort to many in the trials and tribulations 
of life. It has been a blessed hope in the hour of death to many. 


“Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” ‘This booklet aims to bring the history 
of the Word of God among us and record the progress and achievements of our 
congregation from the past to the present. These events are not printed to bring 
us glory or give us credit. They are written for the glory of God as it was mani- 
fested in our midst. Unto Him and His holy name we give all glory. 


The Lord who has helped us hitherto will also stand by us in the future. His 
saving grace coming to us in the preaching of His Word will prevail. To our 
fathers who have pioneered with the Word and fought valiantly to establish our 
church, we say that we are greatly indebted to them for their heroic efforts. We 
shall take up the labor where they left off and carry on. Our Lord will stand by 
and give us strength and courage. He who has done great things for us these 
seventy-five years will help us prevail against our enemy in the future and lead 
us to victory and give us the crown of life. To Him we give all glory and honor. 
To Him we pray for wisdom, courage, and strength. 


The Lord hath helped me hitherto I praise and thank Thee, Lord, my God 


By His surpassing favor; For Thine abundant blessing 
His mercies every morn were new, Which hitherto Thou hast bestowed 

His kindness did not waver. And I am still possessing. 
God hitherto hath been my Guide, Inscribe this on my memory: 

Hath pleasures hitherto supplied, ‘The Lord hath done great things to me 
And hitherto hath helped me. And graciously has helped me.’ 


Help me henceforth, O God of grace, 
Help me on each occasion, 
Help me in each and ev'ry place, 
Help me through Jesus’ passion; 
Help me in life and death, O God, 
Help me through Jesus’ dying blood; 
Help me as Thou hast helped me. 
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E. FLACH E. KLAWITTER 
Pastor from 1881 to 1888. Pastor from 1889 to 1894. 


H. WILKENS H. FLECKENSTEIN 
Pastor from 1895 to 1903. Pastor from 1903 to 1905. 
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ON Beief History 
Of aint Paul oLutferay Church 


When our State of Nebraska was still a child of twelve years, and Kearney 
County was an infant of undetermined age and when our town of Minden had 
not been old enough to observe its first birthday, Saint Paul Lutheran Church 
was organized. In a meeting called on the second of June, 1878, we find a goodly 
representation of pioneer settlers of this vicinity who already frequently had gath- 
ered for divine worship under the leadership of Pastor Hast, who came from south 
of here, meeting in an assembly to organize and form a Lutheran Congregation. 
When the constitution was drawn up, fifteen charter members signed it. Already 
for perhaps two years previous, services had been held; some conducted by the 
Pastor, some were reading services by one of the male members of this Lutheran 
nucleus of faithful men and women. 


The Seventies of the 19th Century were the years when this portion of our 
State of Nebraska was being homesteaded by pioneers pushing westward, and by 
immigrants from foreign countries seeking a home and shelter in this land of 
freedom. In Kearney County many pioneers were of the Lutheran faith, from 
Germany, Denmark, and Sweden. Those of German descent formed Saint Paul 
Lutheran Church. Services up to the first World War were held entirely in Ger- 
man. Then a gradual change to the English was indicated and needed. And today 
all services for more than a generation have been conducted in the English lan- 
guage. In 1877, Minden was founded. At that time services were already being 
conducted in private homes and later in the schoolhouse of District 10 in Minden, 
until in 1884, when our first church was built. The early pioneers worked fast. 
When they established a home, they also wanted religious worship of their faith, 
for that purpose many had left their native land where freedom of religion and 
worship was restricted. “Homes—Churches—Schools, these three institutions were 
inseparably woven into the minds and hearts of the Kearney County pioneers. 
If in future generations nothing remains of their record except this fact, it will 
portray in simple eloquence the kind of people they were.” Thus writes the editor 
of “Heroes Without Medals” in his Kearney County history. 


As early as 1876, the Lutheran families of this vicinity looked around for a 
pastor to serve them. An itinerant missionary from Grand Island, Pastor A. Baum- 
hoefner, was found. However, when Saint Paul was organized, a Pastor A. Hast, 
also an itinerant Pastor of the then Iowa Synod, was present to help. And under 
the newly formed constitution he conducted services for about two years, when 
again Pastor Baumhoefner of the Missouri Synod came into the picture. Pastor 
Hast was present when the organization was formed in 1878, and the first con- 
stitution adopted in September of that year. He served intermittently after he was 
called, also holding services at other budding congregations, since the little group 
at Minden was not able to pay him an adequate salary. In 1879, he resigned due 
to ill health and nothing further is known of this faithful pioneer. Pastor Baum- 
hoefner took over on the same terms serving Minden together with other new 
Lutheran churches. 


As already stated, Minden organized in 1878, on the second of June on Trinity 
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The First Board of Elders, Elected in 1878. 


Mr. Frederic Bredemeier homesteaded a part of the land on which Minden is now 
located, was the first Postmaster at Minden, and gave the town its name from his home- 
town across the sea, Minden in Westphalia, Germany. Mr. John Etzelmiller was a 
homesteader in Kearney County, locating northeast of town. He was a veteran of the 
Union Army in the Civil War, coming here from Illinois. Mr. John Braun, the third 
veteran elder homesteaded in Kearney County in the same section of land as Frederic 
Bredemeier. Besides land holdings, home and family, they gave time and talents for 
Church and God’s kingdom. 


Sunday. A constitution was drawn up and accepted on Sunday, September 8, 1878. 
Meeting was called to order and Mr. Frederic Bredemeier was chosen as chairman. 
At first a salary subscription list was circulated to all eligible male members present 
to see what salary was available to engage a Pastor. Twenty-one present signed for 
a total of $131.50. Then the temporary organization was effected later when the 
constitution was read and adopted in September and a permanent organization was 
established. The charter members signing were John Etzelmiller, F. Bredemeier, 
John Braun, C. Peters, A. Bredemeier, Fritz Suckow, Andreas Schmidt, John 
Suckow, Ed. Schmidt, Wm. Pockrandt, D. Werth, Wm. Schaper, Jos. Windecker, 
G. O. Schmidt, and Lud. Braun. As first elders in this group John Etzelmiller, 
F. Bredemeier, and John Braun were elected. F. Bredemeier was also later the first 
Postmaster and the first Mayor of Minden. He gave Minden its name which later 
became official, naming it after his native city in Germany, “Minden,” from which 
he had been an immigrant. Rev. Hast was called as Pastor, and since the salary 
was not adequate to support him and an attempt to raise enough funds to build 
him a parsonage here failed, he accepted on the terms that he serve as time and 
Opportunity permit. 


The pioneers worked hard and fast. In 1879, this congregation was incorporated 
under the laws of Nebraska. Incorporation papers were signed by fourteen men. 
In 1895, Saint Paul was taken in as a voting member of the Lutheran Church— 
Missouri Synod. And thus seventy-five years ago the foundation was laid upon 
which our fathers built our organization. The new-born child had to face many 
problems and endure many storms. But the Lord of His church has rewarded the 
efforts of the founding fathers and has answered their prayers. Through weathering 
hardships and storms by the grace of God, the organization has grown stronger. We 
are grateful that our foundation has been laid in the eternal Word of God. 
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Building history of Saint Paul is brief. In the spring of 1884, the first church 
was built, a complete and worthy building, 40x 24 feet and 14 foot sidewalls and 
a tower 8x8 x54 feet high. This was the first church in Minden. The cost was 
about $1,500. In 1903, an annex was built, 24x24 feet for a schoolroom. In the 
fall of 1926, the church was renovated at a cost of about $1,600. The church as 
well as the parsonage was built on two lots given the young congregation by the 
city, lots 7 and 8 in block 18 of the original town of Minden. In 1950 ground 
was broken and the cornerstone laid for the new present church, which was dedi- 


cated in June, 1951, at a cost of over $82,000. 


The parsonage was built in 1887. It was enlarged in 1899. In 1950, two ad- 
joining lots were bought. The church was to use lots 7 and 8 and the parsonage 
was moved to lot 5 of the adjoining two lots in block 18. 


The Christian training and education of the children was taken care of by a 
Christian Day School established in the fall of 1884 and taught by the Pastors 
until 1914, when Teacher Mantey was called. He served under difficulties until 
1917, when he was called away. [hen Saturday school, confirmation class, Sunday 
School, and later summer school were opened to take care of the children’s Christian 
training, under the leadership of the respective Pastors. 


The Lord of His church has supplied Saint Paul with faithful Pastors through 
the years. The early pioneers who laid the ground work were two itinerant mis- 
sionaries, A. Baumhoefner, resident of Grand Island, of the Lutheran Church— 
Missouri Synod and A. Hast of Macon, of the lowa Synod. These served from 
about 1876 to 1881, Then Pastor E. Flach was called to serve both Zion Lutheran 
in Adams County (Wanda) and Saint Paul at Minden. This arrangement con- 
tinued until 1884, when Pastor Flach 
was called to serve and live in Minden, 
the first resident Pastor, until 1888. Then 
he was called away and in 1889, he was 
succeeded by Pastor E. Klawitter. He 
served until 1894. When he was called 
away, Pastor H. Wilkens served from 
1895 to 1903. During the vacancy neigh- 
boring Pastors helped out. Pastor H. 
Fleckenstein was the next Pastor from De- 
cember 1903 to September 1905. When 
he was called to South America, Pastor A. 
Habekost took over the ministry from 
1906 to 1909. He again was replaced at 
the next vacancy by ‘Pastor G. Lienhardt 
who served from December 1909 to June 
1913. Pastor A. Guelker replaced him in 
August 1913 to June 1921, the period 
of World War I. Pastor M. Tiemann, 
whom many present members remember, 
came in May 1921, and continued to 
serve until February 1929. Then the con- 
gregation called Pastor E. Ahlemeyer who / < 
came in September 1929 and served until 
June 1936. The vacancy then was filled Ge an 


when Pastor A. Bicker came in October 


Pastor from 1906 to 1909. 
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A. GUELKER M. TIEMANN 
Pastor from 1913 to 1921. Pastor from 1921 to 1929. 


1936. He served until October 1941. The present Pastor, M. Schabacker came in 
April 1942. Of all these servants of the Lord, it may be said that they served 
faithfully and diligently. Growth was slow but work was plentiful and manifold. 
Beside their official duties in the congregation, some of these men also served the 
church at large and have left behind them long and distinguished careers. ‘The 
Lord does His work in the church through His workers, and we acknowledge with 
gratitude God’s goodness in sending us consecrated men in the holy ministry. 


Work has been hard and growth has been slow in our quiet little town during 
these seventy-five years. We have no daughter congregations to point to. However, 
Saint Paul of Minden has helped in working together with Synod in its Mission 
and expansion program through the years. Mission Sundays were held annually and 
contributions sent in. Two natives of Minden served the Lord as workers in His 
kingdom in our church. One is the Rev. C. Thos. Spitz of Belleville, Illinois, who 
was instructed and confirmed here. The other is Miss Erna Werth, born, baptized. 
instructed, and confirmed here and then after study at Seward’s Concordia Teachers’ 
College served as a Christian Day School Teacher for some years; she is now the 
wife of Teacher L. Fischer of Williamsburg, Iowa. Also ee L. Spitz, Instructor 
in Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis, Missouri, was born and baptized here. Like- . 
wise Rev. Walter Wilkens, son of our former Pastor, who is now City Missionary 
in Omaha. The new church has created new interest and growth in membership. 
We acknowledge God’s goodness and mercy in helping us build this new structure 
for adequate work in all the branches of church-work and activity. Let us feel that 
our work is not completed but has just begun. 


Our church work today is also carried on mainly and primarily through the 
organization known as the congregation. The congregation functions through the 
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voters’ meetings which are held regularly. We read with growing respect the 
many minutes of meetings held quarterly and many extra meetings for special 
problems and difficulties through the years. We bow our heads in reverence to 
the faithful voters and the officers elected to carry on their respective duties. These 
faithful men have borne the burden and heat of the day. Honor and credit is due 
them. To these faithful men warmed by the zeal for God’s kingdom and guided 
by the eternal truths of God’s Word we owe much. May the sons, grandsons, and 
great-grandsons take up the task where their ancestors have left off. The four oldest 
voting members still with us are: J. Walentine, who became a voter in 1898; 
Chris Latter, who joined in 1900, interrupted by a three year absence, 1904-1907; 
L. Pockrandt and L. Schmidt, who became voters in 1903. Each of these has helped 
plan our church’s course for fifty years. While many of these men were native citizens 
yet from time to time other able and fearless and courageous men moved here, lived 
here, and contributed of their time and talents to serve the Lord’s Kingdom through 
our Saint Paul. The basic structure and strength of our church lies in the action and 
activity of our voters’ assembly. God maintain and give us faithful voting members. 


In keeping with the times we have in our midst many auxiliary organizations 
active and helpful to Kingdom work. The oldest is the Ladies’ Aid, organized in 
1910. Through the years this organization has helped in finances and social ac- 
tivities to keep alive our church-consciousness. A youth organization known as 
the Walther League has created and maintained church-thinking among the con- 
firmed youth. Many social and study hours are spent together, both in our midst and 


P. E. ‘AHLEMEYER 


Pastor from 1929 to 1936. P. A. BICKER 
Chaplain in U.S. Army with 1936 to 1941, at present Pastor St. Paul’s 
rank of Major. Lutheran Church, New Haven, Indiana 


Pastor Ahlemeyer and Pastor Bicker, Guest Speakers at this Anniversary Celebration. 
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The Senior Choir, on many occasions, is called to enhance the beauty of our service. 
Front Row, Left to Right: Yvonne Brauer, Otilia Schabacker, Louise During, Marilyn 
Eighmy. 


Second Row: Sheila Schabacker, Gladys Berndt, Glendora Peterson, Jean Flack, Don 
Bernat. 


Back Row: Thomas Flack, William Schabacker, Elmer Best. 


with groups of our own faith in neighboring Lutheran churches. The Ruth Society 
was organized to hold together the younger married and professional women of 
our church. Their activities are many and helpful. After we had room for meet- 
ings, a men’s club known as the Lutheran Laymen’s League, a branch of the 
L.L.L. of the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod, was organized and is active in 
topic study, in social work, and fellowship among us and our Lutheran neighbors. 
Their project is identified with that of its parent-organization. When the women 
who were interested in greater Mission activity in our church began to organize 
on a Synod and District wide basis also among us a Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League was organized. The first District meeting after its organization was held 
in Minden in 1943. Quarterly topic meetings with collection from Mite Boxes are 
held. The choir, both senior and junior, meets for practice under our organist’s 
directions to aid in glorifying God in our worship. 


Three wars have rocked the peace and economy of our beloved country during 
the span of our seventy-five year history. At the turn of the century we were en- 
gaged in the Spanish-American War, a short naval and land warfare. Then in 
1917 to 1918, the United States became embroiled in World War I in Europe. Men | 
and money were also collected and contributed from our membership. Those 
called into service were Albert Torney, Walter Torney, Fred Werth, George Werth, 
Fred Kroeger, Adolf Koch, George Dasher, and Roscoe Hopfer. 


A greater conflict broke out in Europe in 1940, and our country was drawn 
into it in 1941. On December 7, Japanese airplanes bombed Pearl Harbor. ‘This 
was called World War II. Many of our youth were called into service. Among 


them we find Herbert Albers, La Vern Albers, Erwin Albers, Archie Beck, Don 
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Berndt, Walter Christiancy, Duane Christiansen, Kermit Felzien, Andrew Hansen, 
Clifford Johnson, Edsel Johnson, LaVern Keen, Lammert Ideus, Leo Larson, Jasper 
May, Leslie Margritz, Chester Petersen, Harold Petersen, Glen Ruhter, Ruth 
Schabacker, Clarence Sinsel, Ed Stadler, Virgil Thompson, John Werth, Don Wright, 
Chas. de la Motte, Donald Stadler, Loren Kuper, Jake Jaeger, Dean Merrill, Melvin 
Montgomery, Allan Slater, Gerald Christiansen, Melvin De Jonge, Richard Peder- 
son, Hy Schaefer, Rodney Werth, and Wesley Werth; also as Chaplain our 
former Pastor E. Ahlemeyer. V-E and V-J services were held in 1945. 


At present to maintain peace and prevent war a universal draft on all available 
man-power ‘is in force. In the service the first half of 1953, we find Edgar Albers, 
Joseph Dittrick, Norwin Dorn, Lammert Ideus, LeRoy Johnson, Marlin Kennedy, 
Severin_Nielsen, Donald Peterson, Paul Schabacker, Martin Schmidt, John Thomas 
Sinsel, and Marvin Todd. 


And thus we try to bring you a picture of what under God has been done 
in and through our Saint Paul Lutheran Church in Minden and what is going on 
even now. Our pictures are both old and new. The old pictures tell us what has 
been done and by whom, as best we were able to piece it together. Our new pic- 
tures will tell the future generations of our status when we observed our Seventy- 
fifth Anniversary. [he Lord of the Church has been good to us these seventy-five 
years. Where we have failed and made mistakes, He covered them up. Where 
we lacked courage and faith, He strengthened us. His word gave power and strength 
to our feeble efforts. Our church built on the foundation of the Apostles and 
Prophets with Jesus the Cornerstone has made its contribution to our community, 
to our County, and to our State and Nation. We give to our children the pure 
and unadulterated Doctrine which we have received from our fathers. We bid you 
to carry on the work here begun under guidance of our Lord. Let not Satan hinder 
nor alarm you. Our ever-present and all-powerful Lord Jesus has told us, “Where 
two or three are gathered together in My name, there am | in the midst of them.” 
And “TI will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 


bon, # 


Sunday School and Bible Class on Easter Sunday, 1953. Officers and Teachers: 
Mrs. E. Brauer, Mrs. Marie Johnson, Miss Edna Ruhter, Miss Marilyn Eighmy, Mrs. M. 
Schabacker, Mrs. L. Schmidt, and Pastor. 
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And you, Saint Paul of Minden, fulfill your destiny, to be the spiritual mother 
to many, the dispenser of truth, the shelter for the persecuted, and the haven of 
rest and peace to a strife-torn world and to many weary souls. 


We now shall conclude our brief history with a few figures and statistics which 
give a faint idea in how many lives Saint Paul has had an influence and how many 
souls were touched in one form or another by her spiritual ministration. Only God 
in eternity can reveal what a blessing for good and what a tower for strength the 
saving Word has brought to these souls redeemed by the blood and life of Jesus, 
our only Saviour. The record begins in 1881. Baptisms 616. Confirmations 402. 
Marriages 147. Funerals 175. Communion Services 372. Communion Guests 


14,512. Sunday and Holiday Services over 5,000. Estimated attendance over 280,000. 


1953 STATISTICS OF THE CONGREGATION 


Baptized: SOUS eee 290 Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

Gommumicantsame sone ee 180 League anna 1D 

Fie eee a ee 30 Ruth -Soctety 5254 ee 16 
Lutheran Laymen League ___. 20 

Voters een ener ue Sunday School and Bible Class 53 

Ladies’ Aid _... saecnnennenenen Sanna 26 Sattirday OCnOGL 2a eee 34 

Walther Peace, sree 2. 20 Vacation Bible School 23 
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A ckno@fesgment 


We members of Saint Paul Lutheran Church through our Anniversary Com- 
mittee wish to acknowledge publicly with deep gratitude the great help which we 
have received from the Warp Publishing Company of Minden, Nebraska, in edit- 
ing and publishing this Anniversary Booklet with its many illustrations. Without 
the advice, encouragement, and contributions of such public-spirited men as Oscar 
Warp and Paul Warp, Father and Son, this booklet could not have been edited 
and printed. We, the Anniversary Committee, herewith extend our sincere and | 
hearty thanks. 


Jasper May 

J. Dittrick 

Paul Hubert 
Wm. H. Werth 
M. Schabacker 
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The Church Council, the official family of the voters assembly, which transacts all the 
business of the congregation. 


Front Row, Left to Right: Paul Hubert, Jasper May, Rev. Martin Schabacker, August 
Berndt, Joseph Dittrick. 


Back Row: Don Berndt, Walter Torney, Loren Kuper, Wilfred Stadler, George Pock- 
randt, Theodore Kennedy. 


Officers of Ke Congregation 


Presidenteeam sc.) Jasper May ELDERS: ‘TRUSTEES: 
Vice-President __._. Loren Kuper Joseph Dittrick George Pockrandt 
pearetaryrgs 2. t Don Berndt August Berndt Wilfred Stadler 
Freasurer ~~ Theo. Kennedy Paul Hubert Walter Torney 


Boarp oF ParisH EpucATION 


Jasper May Joseph Dittrick George Pockrandt 
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Ground-Breaking Ceremony in March, Cornerstone Laying in July, 1950. Left to 
1950, for the New Church, to the right, Pastors M. Schabacker, O. Graeb- 
right is the Old Church; to the left ner; Chairman, W. Stadler; Contractor, 
the Parsonage. L. Danielsen. 


Church dedication on June 24, 1951, the opening of the doors. Attendance in church 800 
and outside about 200. 
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P. M. SCHABACKER 
Present Pastor since 1942. 


enennieees 


New Church interior, fully equipped, seating 175 but may be opened up for 350. 
Sunday School rooms and parish hall in basement with kitchen and facilities. 
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1951 for abo 


in 
the site of the old church and pi) 


It 


New Church bu 


182,000, now debt-free; stands on 
(nage on land given by the city. 
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Ladies’ Aid organized in 1910. Charter Member Mrs. Fred Albers unable to be present. 


Front Row, Left to Right: Mrs. Ed Stadler, Mrs. Ludwig Schmidt, Mrs. Chris Latter, 
Mrs. L. Miller, Mrs. Lewis Kuehn, Mrs. Fred Latter, Miss Alvina Holl, Mrs. Val Jensen, 
Mrs. Amalie Garrelts. 


Back row: Mrs. Don Vohland, Mrs. William Werth, Mrs. Thomas Latter, Mrs. George 
Werth, Mrs. Leslie Todd, Mrs. Martin Schabacker, Mrs. Gus Kuehn, Miss Lilly Miller, 
Mrs. Fred Kroeger, Mrs. Jasper May, Mrs. John Sinsel, Mrs. Wilfred Stadler. 


a Been is 


The Ladies’ Aid was organized January 26, 1910, at the parsonage with twelve 
members present. The constitution was written with the purpose of the society 
being “Vo serve the Kingdom cf God in our own congregation and Synod.” 


[In serving the purpose of the Society toward the Synod, the Aid Society has 
contributed sums of money to institutions in the church; such as, Wheatridge 
Sanitarium, Fremont Orphanage, Watertown Epileptic Mone and Home for the 
Aged in Omaha; also cookie and egg showers have been sent to the Orphanage 


and Old People’s Home. 


To serve the Kingdom of God in our congregation, it has been done in many 
ways. In the early years of service when there was no hospital, the ladies helped 
care for the sick members. They have contributed and served meals for sick and 
bereaved members, collected clothing for flood relief and war orphans, also sewed 
new garments for the Red Cross. | 


Sources of income have been annual dues, quilting, bake sales, sales, serving 
dinners and luncheons. Many of the ladies of the congregation who were not mem- 
bers of the Aid also contributed material and work. Monetary contributions helped 
in various repairs and supplies for church and parsonage with the big ggest project be- 
ing the money earned for the building fund of our new church and its furnishings. 


Mrs. Fred Albers is the only charter member now belonging to the Aid. Present — 
Aid members are: Mrs. Fred Albers, Mrs. Milton Ernst, Mrs. A. Garrelts,; Miss Al- 
vina Holl, Mrs. Val Jensen, Mrs. M. Kauffelt, Mrs. Gus Kuehn, Mrs. Lewis Kuehn, 
Mrs. Fred Kroeger, Mrs. Chris Latter, Mrs. Fred Latter, Mrs. Thos. Latter, 
Mrs. L. Miller, Miss Lilly Miller, Mrs. Jasper May, Mrs. M. ‘Schabacker, Mrs. Lou 
Schmidt, Mrs. Ernest Sinsel, Mrs. John Sinsel, Mrs. Ed Stadler, Mrs. Wilfred 
Stadler, Mrs. Leslie ‘Todd, Mrs. Donald Vohland, Mrs. Carolyn Werth, Mrs. Geo. 
Werth, and Mrs. William Werth. 
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Walther League in the spring of 1953. Youth work has been carried on among the 
confirmed youth for nearly fifty years. 


Front Row, Left to Right: Marilyn Eighmy, Ruth Dittrick, Dorothy Kuehn, Elmer Best. 
Back Row: Gilbert Hubert, Joanne Latter, Delna Lammers, George Latter, Eldean Kauf- 


felt, Thomas Latter, Georgianna Eighmy, Ward Sinsel, Yvonne Brauer, Janice Kauffelt, 
Charles Kuehn. 


Walther League 


This organization of our confirmed young people was first known as “The 
Young People’s Society.” Young people’s work dates back almost half a century. 
It was organized in 1928, under Pastor E. Ahlemeyer. Officers were: President, 
Walter Latter; Treasurer, George Pockrandt; Secretary, Goldie Stadler. In 1929, 
it reported thirty-three members. In May 1948, this organization joined the Inter- 
national Walther League. 


The League meets on the first Wednesday of the month under the leadership 
of the Pastor. The order of the meeting is: Scripture, Prayer, Business, Topic 
Discussion, and Bible Reading. At present there are twenty members, two of whom 
are in the service, Martin Schmidt and Joseph Dittrick. The officers are: President, 
Elmer Best; Vice-President, Marilyn Eighmy; Secretary-Treasurer, Ruth Dittrick; 
and Publicity Chairman, Dorothy Kuehn. 


Various projects have been undertaken; such as, installing electricity in the old 
church, building the organ platform, buying chairs, taking charge of Christmas 
treats, conducting Wheatridge seals sales, and contributing toward our new church. 
The latest was a $100 contribution pact debt reduction;..We have been’ host 
to Zone Walther League Rallies and we join the others annually. Also we join 
in sponsoring family night. Our aim is to help our church in social and charitable 
endeavors. 


Members: Elmer Best, Bud Dittrick, Ruth Dittrick, Maxine During, Georgianna 
Eighmy, Marilyn Eighmy, Gilbert Hubert, Eldean Kauffelt, Janice Kauffelt, 
Charles Kuehn, Dorothy Kuehn, Roger Kuehn, Delna Lammers, George Latter, 
Joanne Latter, hemas Latter, ‘Alice Slack, Venme Brauer, and Martin Schmidt: 
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The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League observing its Tenth Anniversary this year; 
charter member of the District and host to the first District Convention after its or- 
ganization in 1943. 

Front Row, Left to Right: Mrs. Ed Stadler, Mrs. William Werth, Mrs. August Berndt, 
Mrs. Archie Beck. 

Back Row: Mrs. Ludwig Schmidt, Mrs. John Kuehn, Mrs. George Werth, Mrs. Martin 
Schabacker, Mrs. Thomas Latter, Mrs. Ida Felzien, Mrs. John Sinsel. 


oLutheray Wn iene Missionary League 


In the year of our Lord, 1929, a group of consecrated Lutheran women asked 
permission of the College of Presidents to grant permission to organize the women 
of the Lutheran Church into a Synod-wide organization. 


At the 1941 Synodical convention in Fort Wayne, Indiana, Synod gave its 
approval and encouragement to create a National organization of women within 
our Church, in harmony with the Scriptural principles governing women’s position 
in the Church. In July 1942, the organization took place at Saint Stephen’s Church 
in Chicago, Illinois. It was at this meeting that the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League of the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod, came into being. The L. W. M.L. 
is the only woman’s organization recognized. ‘The object of this organization is 
to develop and maintain a greater Mission consciousness among the women of 
Synod, by Missionary Education, Missionary Inspiration, and Missionary Service. 


At the Southern Nebraska District convention in Seward, Nebraska, August 10- 
14, 1942, the women of the District were granted permission to organize a Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League within the Southern Nebraska District. On Octo- 
ber 22, 1942, the organization meeting was held in Grand Island, Nebraska. 


Saint Paul Lutheran Missionary League was accepted into the District May 11, 
1943, and is a charter member of the District, and was host to the first District 
Convention. A number of the members of Saint Paul L. W.M.L. have held offices 
in the District as well as the Circuit organization. Mrs. M. Schabacker held the 
office of Financial Secretary for six years and that of First Vice-President for two 
years. Mrs. George Werth held the office of President of the Circuit for two years. 
The present President of the Circuit is Mrs. M. Schabacker. The officials of the * 
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The Ruth Society, group of young married and professional women of the church, active 
in social and charitable projects. 

Front Row, Left to Right: Mrs. Martin Schabacker, Mrs. Thomas Flack, Mrs. Donald 
Wright, Mrs. Archie Beck. 

Back Row: Mrs. Duane Christiansen, Mrs. Donald Peterson, Mrs. Don Berndt, Mrs. Vir- 
gil Thompson, Mrs. John Kuehn, Mrs. Walter Hagemann, Mrs. Andrew Hansen. 


ery Ruth Society 


The Ruth Society is one of the newer organizations of Saint Paul Lutheran 
Church. At the time of its organization it was part of the Ladies’ Aid. January 
1950, it became a Society of its own. This organization was formed to give the 
ladies of the Church who were unable to attend the afternoon meetings an op- 
portunity to meet in the evening. 


At the time of the organization of the Ruth Society, eleven ladies joined. They 
have furnished the Paraments for the Chancel, the Altar candles, tables for the 
social hall, and the plastering of the basement. A bridal shower has also been 
given to each bride. 


The present membership is sixteen members and the following are the pre- 
siding officers: Mrs. Donald Wright, President; Mrs. Tom Flack, Vice-President; 
Mrs. Archie Beck, Secretary and ‘Treasurer. 


Members: Mrs. Archie Beck, Mrs. Donald Berndt, Mrs. Duane Christiansen, 
Mrs. Thomas Flack, Mrs. Walter Hagemann, Mrs. Andrew Hansen, Mrs. Edsel 
Johnson, Mrs. Loren Kuper, Mrs. John Kuehn, Mrs. Martin Schabacker, Mrs. Vir- 
gil Thompson, Mrs. Donald Peterson, Mrs. Donald Wright. 


* (CONTINUED FROM PRECEDING PAGE. ) 
local L. W.M.L. are Mrs. William Werth, President; Mrs. August Berndt, Secre- 
tary and Treasurer. 

Members: Mrs. Archie Beck, Mrs. August Berndt, Mrs. Ida Felzien, Mrs. Edsel 
Johnson, Mrs. John Kuehn, Mrs. Thomas Latter, Mrs. Ludwig Schmidt, Mrs. M. 
Schabacker, Mrs. John Sinsel, Mrs. Ed. Stadler, Mrs. G. Werth, Mrs. W. Werth. 
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The local chapter cf the Lutheran Laymen’s League, organized in 1951. 
Front Row, Left to Right: Joseph Dittrick, Wilfred Stadler, Don Berndt, Edwin Brauer, 
Jasper May. 


Back Row: Paul Hubert, William Werth, Rev. Martin Schabacker, George Pockrandt, 
Thomas Latter, Theodore Kennedy, Ernest Pockrandt, August Berndt. 


oLutheray Lapymen’s League 


The Saint Paul Lutheran Laymen’s League was organized in December, 1951. 
Its constitution was accepted by the congregation and its official affiliation and 
charter with the National Lutheran Laymen’s League in January, 1952. 


The members at that time numbered twenty-three. Officers are Don Berndt, 
President; Wilfred Stadler, Vice-President; Ed Brauer, Treasurer; Jasper May, 
Secretary; and Joe Dittrick, Membership Secretary. 


Meetings are held the second Wednesday of every month with Christian edu- 
cational topics for discussion. Its purpose and business is to help support the 
National Lutheran Laymen’s League in its many missionary endeavors and as a 
local club to improve relations between fellow laymen, co-operate with other 
societies, and to plan and support local missionary projects of the church. Three 
of our members are in the Armed Services. 


Members: August Berndt, Don Berndt, Ed Brauer, Joe Dittrick, Milton Ernst, 
Paul Hubert, Herman Jurgens, Ted Kennedy, Tom Latter, Jasper May, George 
Meiner, Ernest Pockrandt, George Pockrandt, Albert Ruhter, M. Schabacker, Wil- 
fred Stadler, William Werth. Honorary members in the Service: Joseph Dittrick, 
Martin Schmidt, Marvin Todd. | 
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CBronology 


On June 2, 1878, Saint Paul Lutheran Church was organized with F. Brede- 
meier as Chairman and Pastor A. Hast of the then Iowa Synod present after 
twenty-one members first pledged for support of a Pastor the amount of $131.50. 
Those signing this pledge were John Etzelmiller, F. Bredemeier, A. Bredemeier, 
John Braun, John Suckow, F. Werth, Andrew Schmidt t, Wm. Schaper, Wm. Pock- 
randt, Day. Werth, Joseph Windecker, Ernest Schneider, Fritz Suckow, Henry 
Arendt, Ludw. Braun, Ed Schmidt, Henry Nagel, Ades. Braun, Wm. Ramich, and 
Claus Peters. 


The constitution was adopted September 1, 1878, with seventeen paragraphs 
and signed by the following thirteen charter members, John Etzelmiller, F. Brede- 
meier, John Braun, C. Peters, A. Bredemeier, Fritz Sele Andreas Schmidt, John 
Suckow, Ed. Schmidt, Wm. Pockrandt, D. Werth, Wm. Schaper, Joseph Win- 
decker, .G; ©. Schmidt, Lud. Braun. Pastor A. Hast was officially called to be 
the Pesto F, Bredemcier John Braun, and John Etzelmiller were elected as elders, 
John Etzelmiller to act as chairman, F. Bredemeier as Secretary, J. Braun as 
Treasurer. Although only thirteen members signed the constitution, yet the min- 
utes show that the first elder received fifteen votes. 


The call to Pastor A. Hast was made formal and in writing on October 13, 1878. 
The salary promised was $130.00 a year in quarterly payments. Services were to 
be held every two weeks. By later arrangements when overtures to build a par- 
sonage in Minden fell through, nine men from here helped him build a parsonage 
in Franklin County (Macon?) and since this salary was inadequate to live on, 
he was permitted to serve other congregations. 


In the meeting of October 25, 1879, the congregation was incorporated, after 
the necessary legal steps had been taken. 


November 15, 1879, the by-laws necessary to conduct meetings and transact 
business were adopted. 


November 29, 1879, in a special meeting the resolution was made to buy forty 
acres in Sec. 5, T. 6, R. 14 W from the Union Pacific Railroad for a cemetery, 
the unused part to be put under cultivation. But this land had been sold before 
the deal was made and other land offered was too distant. Treasurer was bonded 


for $100. 


January 5, 1880, District No. 10 is to be paid 10c for each service for the coal 
used for heating. Overtures were made to unite with congregation in Adams 
County in respect to calling a Pastor. (Wanda) 


July 5, 1880, Pastor A. Baumhoefner of the Missouri Synod, then stationed 
at Grand Island was called to serve as best he can with his other duties and places. 
Reading services were arranged (such as had been held previously). Stormy 
meeting with two resignations. Secretary instructed to correspond with Adams 
County or other congregation for uniting to call a Pastor. Agreed to pay salary 
$130 and for official acts of the Pastor: Marriage $2. Baptism 50c. Burial $1. At 
present Wanda felt too weak to build parsonage and church. 
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Pastor E. Flach graduate of Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis took over duties 
as Pastor in summer of 1881, being called together with the Wanda congregation 
where he resided and served Minden every two weeks. 


July 3, 1882, Lots 5 and 6 in Block 8 were offered by the Land Association for 
church building. CLater this was Burlington Right-of-Way) 


September 9, 1882, meeting set the dimensions for the new church at 24 feet 
wide and 36 feet long and 12 feet high, tower 8 feet by 8 feet. Building Com- 
mittee: A. Bredemeier, John Braun, John Suckow. (Later the walls were changed 
to 14 feet high, length to 40 feet. 


July 2, 1883, Church Building Committee elected, G. Bredemeier, F. Werth, 
and A. Schmidt. F. Werth was made Treasurer of Building Fund. 


January 10, 1884, resolved to build the new church. Nothing stated about 
location, although trustees were instructed to find a suitable place. Money pledged. 


April 21, 1884, in the midst of church building it was resolved to buy an organ. 
Several donations were made. 


On Trinity Sunday, June 3, 1884, the new church was dedicated. Pastors A. 
Baumhoefner from Grand Island and J. Schubkegel from Blue Hill were Festival 
speakers. 


July 13, 1884, the congregation resolved to call its own Pastor. E. Flach, formerly 
serving Wanda and Minden and residing at Wanda, was called. He accepted and 
moved to Minden. A residence was rented, though no mention is made of this. 


January 5, 1885, arrangements were made to open school first Monday in 
March. Mission Sunday was set for June 28. (Previously ‘Uhanksgiving Day offer- 
ings were taken for work of the church at large. ) 


July 6, 1885, opening of fall term of school announced for first Tuesday in 
September. 


Pages 44 and 45, Book 1, of the Secretary's record give a complete picture in 
figures and words of the property of the congregation located on Lots 7 and 8 in 
Block 18 with cost of building, financing, and list of contributors and amount. 
In the Church everything was installed even curtains on the windows down to 
broom and bucket. Inventory value was about $2,000. A note was given to one 
of the members for $500.00 with interest rate at 9% and this was not completely 
redeemed until 1898. Final specifications of the church give length 40 feet, width 
24 feet, tower 8 feet by 8 feet, and 54 feet high. A janitor was hired at $6.00 a year. 


June 15, 1887, it was resolved to build a parsonage, also a barn 14x16x10. Cost 
of same was around $800. 


Michael Bredemeier, the first confirmed in Saint Paul, in 1883, was received 
as a voting member in the January meeting of 1888. We marvel at the zeal and 
devotion for civic and church work of this family. The father was the first Post- 
master of Minden, gave Minden its name, was the first mayor of the young town, 
was charter member, organizer, elder, and chairman in the young congregation. 
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Later in Portland, Oregon, they were instrumental in establishing a Lutheran con- 
gregation and College. Read their life story in Kearney County History “Heroes 


Without Medals.” 


October 1, 1888, the faithful Pastor E. Flach was granted a peaceful release 
to accept a call to Scribner, Nebraska. Later he was a guest speaker at the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the congregation in 1928. Pastor Brauer of Oxford was called to 
serve Minden, alone or jointly with Oxford, but declined. Pastor E. Klawitter of 
Macon was called and accepted in October 1889. 


In the meeting of July 2, 1891, it was resolved to have school four days a week 
from September to New Year. 


In October 1894, Pastor E. Klawitter was granted a release to serve the church 
at Lawrence which had called him. Pastor Wambsgans of Wanda filled the vacancy. 


In the summer of 1895, the newly ordained Candidate H. Wilkens became the 
new Pastor. He was granted permission to carry on Mission work at Campbell 
every third Sunday. His salary here was $200. 


In the October 6, 1895, meeting it was resolved to join The Lutheran Church, 
Missouri Synod at its next meeting. This was carried out. Also a new English 
Constitution was adopted. 


Resolved in 1898 to pay off the last balance on the congregational debt. J. Wal- 
lentine, still with us at this writing, was accepted as voting member. First official 
visitation by Visitor Meyer. “Christenlehre” was introduced. 


The parsonage which was only a one-story, three-room house, was enlarged 
by the addition of a room for a kitchen 12 feet by 14 feet. 


In March 1900, Pastor H. Wilkens presented a call he had received to Bennet, 
Nebraska, but was not granted release to accept it. Similar treatment was given 
to a call he received to Arapahoe, Nebraska, in July of that year. 


In October 1900, Mr. Chris Latter, still a voting member at our Seventy-Fifth 
Anniversary, was received as voting member. During 1904 to 1907 the continuation 
of this membership was interrupted when the Latter family had moved away. 
Salary of Pastor is now raised to $300 for 1901. 


A call received by P. Wilkens in the spring of 1902, was returned at the request 
of the congregation. An addition to the church for a schoolroom was resolved upon, 
the size of it 24 feet by 24 feet by 10 feet. 


L. Pockrandt was received into voting membership in January 1903, and L. 


Schmidt in July 1903. 
In the fall of 1903, P. Wilkens presented a call he had received to Trinity of 


Grand Island. After much discussion he was granted a peaceful release. P. H. 
Hopman was vacancy Pastor. After a call was sent twice to P. Fleckenstein he 
accepted and came late in 1903. 


A rear porch was added to the parsonage in 1904. October 23, 1904, was set 
to observe the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the congregation (1% year late). An 
English evening service was a feature. Up to now all services were held in German. 
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In the annual meeting of January 1905, a reminder was given to provide food 
for the horses and coal for the Pastor. He was granted time to serve the Lutheran 
brethren at Wellfleet. An unhappy event marred the ministry of P. Fleckenstein 
and in relief he accepted a call to South America Mission in 1905. Vacancy Pastor 
was P. Schmidt. A series of calls were unfruitful to P. Engelbrecht of South Da- 
kota, twice, to P. Behnke, Ulysses, and to P. A. Wilk of Illinois. Salary was raised 
to $400. Finally Pastor A. Habekost of Minnesota was called and accepted in 
1906. At this time the famous sidewalk of red stone was laid. (The minutes call 
this “Buergersteig” and it took your editor a long time to figure that one out.) 
Times were better and also the janitor’s salary was raised to $12.00 in 1907. A 
telephone was installed, the congregation requested usher-service, and they elected 
an organist. 


For December 13, 1908, a visitation was announced and the minutes described 
in detail question and answer. Visitor? Unnamed. 


The January meeting of 1909 found P. Habekost presenting a call to Arapahoe. 
After considerable debate and at his request, he was finally given a release. P. 
Hassler was vacancy Pastor. For the new call salary was raised to $500 and later 
to $720. English services were included in the demands placed on the new man. 
Pastor Kretschmar of South Dakota was called and declined. Likewise Pastor H. 
Pflug and then Pastor Hesse of Missouri. Also Pastor E. Holm of Platte Center. 
Finally P. Lienhardt of Litchfield was called and he accepted in the fall of 1909. 


A Pastoral Conference was held here the last week in July 1910. Also in this 
year it was resolved to buy a new organ. Electric lights were installed in the 
church by the young people this year. 


In 1911 Pastor Lienhardt received a call to Rugby, and Union, Illinois but de- 
clined it. 


In 1912 the Ladies’ Aid resolved to paint the inside of the church. Services were 
held in the Swedish Lutheran Church. The organist pay was raised to $12. 


The year 1913, saw P. Lienhardt present a call he had received to Davenport, 
lowa, and request that he be granted a peaceful release which was done. P. Schrein 
filled the vacancy. On June 15, at a meeting called by the Secretary, District Presi- 
dent's list of men qualified to be called was presented. Pastor A. C. Guelker, of 
Fairfax, South Dakota, was called and he accepted. The envelope system for 
finances was introduced. | | 


Various details are taken from the minutes of April, 1914. Student Thos. Spitz 
who had preached here two years ago was given $15. CHe is now Pastor in 
Belleville, Llinois). For janitor services $25 were set aside. 


In the April meeting of 1915, it was resolved to have confirmation in English. 
Also it was resolved to call a teacher. Candidate Mantey received the call and 
accepted at a salary of $450. 


In 1916, the Ladies’ Aid installed electricity in the parsonage. 


September meeting in 1917 made history when Teacher Mantey presented a 
call he received to Pueblo, Colorado. He stated that he would stay if more children 
would attend Parochial School. ‘This was not promised. So he accepted the call 
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and the school was closed. A visitation by P. Kretschmar was held in November 
with a favorable report. Salary of Pastor raised to $900 in January, 1918. 


1918 was one of the war years of World War I. A congregational loyalty reso- 
lution was published. Resolved to drop the word “German” in the name on the 
tower of the church. By 1919, it was resolved to hold service one half in English 
and one half in German. Organist pay was raised to $25. 


In 1920, Pastor’s salary was raised to $1,200. The young people sponsored the 
drive to raise money for Wheatridge Sanitarium. Pastor Guelker presented a call 
received to Daykin, and a tie vote on staying or moving made the Pastor decide 
to accept it. Pastor Ramelow was vacancy Pastor. CUhis was January meeting in 


1971.) 


Pastor I’. Joeckel of Garland was called twice but declined. Pastor M. Tiemann 
of Latimer, Kansas, then was called and accepted. Barn was rebuilt into garage. 


In 1923, Pastor ‘Tiemann was twice called to Kansas but returned the calls. In 
1925, walls and ceiling in church were lined with tin and painted by Ladies’ Aid. 
Also the church interior was enlarged eastward. Furnace was installed. During 
rebuilding the Swedish Lutheran Church was used for services. 


In 1927, the minutes begin in English. The English language was made the 
official language in all services. Resolved to celebrate Fiftieth Anniversary on 
June 10, 1928. Three former Pastors, E. Flach, E. Klawitter, and A. Guelker, were 


invited as guest speakers. 


In 1928, Pastor Tiemann received another call from Kansas which was returned. 
Resolved to build a bathroom in the parsonage. 


Another call came to the Pastor and he accepted it going to Campbell. P. Gruber 
became vacancy Pastor. This is in 1929. P. Elze from Imperial was called and 
declined. Pastor Brommer of Big Springs likewise. Also P. Schuelke of North 
Carolina. P. E. Ahlemeyer of Trenton was called and accepted. Bathroom installed. 


In 1930, “Mixed Communion” was introduced, i.e., men and women going 
together. The young people provided an organ platform. Pastors’ Conference was 
held here in 1931. Building a basement under the church was considered but 
never carried out. During the depression and drought years in the thirties the 
Ladies’ Aid and Young People helped with the finances. 


Ladies’ Aid Anniversary was celebrated on January 27, 1935. Minden selected 
and sent a delegate to Synod at Cleveland. Wm. Werth was delegate. Resolved 
to buy new organ. A Hammond Electric, for $1,300 was selected. Salaries were 
cut in these years. 


In 1936 P. Ahlemeyer was called to North Platte and he accepted the call. 
P. Potratz was asked to be vacancy Pastor. P. J. Gehrken of Plymouth was twice 
called and declined. Then Pastor A. Bicker was called from Odell and accepted. 


The Sixtieth Anniversary was celebrated June 2, 1938, with Pastors Tiemann 
and Bicker as speakers. Collection was for Pavement Tax. Southwestern Nebraska 
Regional Conference met here. 
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The new Lutheran Hymnal was adopted and ordered and new order of service 
introduced. In 1941, Pastor Bicker was called to Illinois and accepted. P. Landgraf 
is the vacancy Pastor. P. C. Pebler was called, call rescinded. Pastor Schlecht was 
then called and he declined. P. M. Schabacker was called in early 1942, and accepted 
when called the second time. Salary offered $900. 


In 1943, it was resolved to begin collecting funds for a new church during the 
war years. Building Committee elected John Werth, L. Pockrandt, and the Pastor. 


The matter of a call received by the Pastor to Indiana was left to the Pastor 
to decide. Because of the building project in the offing, he decided to stay in 
Minden. This was in January of 1944. Funds were collected for the church 
building each year until the project was completed. 


In 1945 special V-E and V-J day services were held in April and August 
respectively with Thank Offerings for the close of World War II. 


In September of 1946, a District Officers’ Conference was held here. In 1947, 
a joint celebration with neighboring congregations was held for Synod’s Centennial. 
The Pastor was circuit delegate to the Centennial Convention of the Synod in 
Chicago. 


The annual meeting of January 1947, elected as building Committee: L. Pock- 
randt, P. Hubert, and T. Kennedy. This committee served until the close of the 
project. Also this year it was resolved to buy two lots of the Dasher property 
north of our present property. This was not carried out until another resolution 
confirmed it in October 1949. Resolved to buy the Hampton church and move the 
material to Minden. Building and pews were bought for about $2,300. Building 
was torn down and material moved. 


In the fall of 1949, it was resolved to build our planned new church in 1950. 
Plans drawn by the architects, Chas. and John Shaver of Salina, Kansas, were 
adopted. 


1950 finds us extremely busy building. Ground-breaking ceremonies were held 
in March with Rev. G. Krueckebery speaker. The parsonage was moved two 
lots north. Cornerstone laying was on July 23, Rev. O. Graebner the speaker. 
Contract for General Construction was given to a local builder, LaVern Danielsen. 
The services were continued in the old church until the last two weeks before the 
dedication. We agreed to do much of the work that didn’t need skilled laborers. 
We thank the Lord that no serious accident marred the building program. 


On June 24, 1951, church dedication was held with afternoon and evening ser- 
vices. Rev. A. Wegener, District President and Rev. H. Hopmann, District Vice- 
President, were guest speakers. In the afternoon about 800 people were crowded 
into the new church, the evening service saw about 350. With deep gratitude to 
God we acknowledge that He has helped us accomplish the seemingly impossible. 


We had financed about $15,000 of our $82,000 building program with loans 
covering a period of ten years. Since the year 1952 brought us a rich harvest and 
good prices, it was resolved to make an effort to pay off our loans. A drive was 
held and cash and pledges nearly covered the amount. Again we give all thanks 
to God who gave us the means and moved our hearts to give. Also with our Synod 
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pay- 


ment of $8,000 was made to the District Treasurer. ‘This created a great deal of 


favorable publ 


re 


, and Teachers. 
At a District Officers Conference held here in January 1953, the final 


ISSlONAar1es 


Pastors, M 


” 


we took part in a “Conquest for Christ” drive for ten million dollars to enlarge our 


Educational Inst 


istrict and Daily Papers. 


D 


itutions to train more 


icity in 


And thus we conclude the Chronology of seventy-five years of Grace. “Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us.” ‘To Him we commit our future. Not unto us but Thine 


be the Kingdom, the Power and the Glory. Amen. 
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